
To the Rescue! 
by Carol Hasenberg 

GSOC Past President Sheila Alfsen described her experiences 
working as an onsite paleontologist on construction sites for 
Paleontology Associates, a company run by Oregon 
paleontologist Dr. William Orr for more than 15 years. 

see Salvage Paleontology, Page 38 
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Friday Night Lecture 

October 14, 2016, Cramer Hall, Portland 
State University 

Speaker Dr Richard Waitt, USGS CVO, will 
elaborate from his recent book “In the Path 
of Destruction: Eyewitness Chronicles of 
Mount St. Helens.” 

 

GSOC President’s Field Trip 

Oregon Coast to Oregon Caves and 
More, September 6-11, 2016 

This field trip, organized by GSOC President 
Bo Nonn, will focus on the geology of the 
Oregon coast and the Oregon caves. 

see GSOC website, www.gsoc.org, for 
more information and updates 

Mt. St. Helens Helicopter Tour 

October 1, 2016, 10:00am  

GSOC will host a one-day helicopter field trip 
of Mt. St. Helens. We will be based at 
Hoffstadt Bluffs Visitor Center (15000 Spirit 
Lake Hwy 504) on the North Fork of the 
Toutle River. 

see MSH, page 36, or the GSOC website, 
www.gsoc.org, for more information 

Downtown PDX Geology Tour 

October 22, 2016, 10:00am – 12:30pm, in 
front of the Pioneer Courthouse (6th Ave 
side) 700 Southwest 6th,  Portland  

GSOC presents “Ancient Walls 2” walking 
tour  of our city’s buildings. Open to public, 
children under 12 must be supervised. Fee 
$10. This tour will focus on the north side of 
the downtown area. 

see GSOC website, www.gsoc.org, for 
more information 

 

GSOC Friday Night Lectures are held the second Friday evening of most 
months, 7:30 p.m., Rm. 53, Cramer Hall, PSU,  SW Broadway at SW Mill 
St., Portland, Oregon. Join GSOC members at Pizzicato Pizza, 1708 SW 
6th Ave., at 6:00 p.m. before the lectures for an informal dinner and 
conversation. Check the GSOC website (www.gsoc.org) for more 
information and updates to the calendar. 

Free parking is no longer available at Portland State University. See page 
36 for article. 

 

 

The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
P.O. Box 907, Portland, OR 97207-0907 
www.gsoc.org 

Construction site on the way to Marsh Hill.  Photo by 

Sheila Alfsen. 

http://www.gsoc.org/
http://www.gsoc.org/
http://www.gsoc.org/
http://www.gsoc.org/
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New Parking Regulations at PSU 
September 19, 2016, regulation change at PSU 

GSOC has just received a communication from the 
Portland State University Geology Department office that 
stated “Please be advised that beginning Monday, 
September 19th, all PSU parking facilities will require 
payment or valid permit at all hours, all days, except for 
university holidays. Vehicles found on campus without 
proof of payment or valid permit will be subject to 
citation.” This means that we will no longer be able to 
park for free in the PSU parking garage on Friday nights. 

Our President Bo Nonn suggests that “people look for a 
convenient park and ride near a MAX train or bus stop. 
The #19 bus and the orange line MAX drop you off within 
a block or two of PSU. The bus gets scarce after 9 but 
MAX runs pretty frequently. It's between 15 and 20 
minutes from Sellwood to PSU for us.” 

MSH Tour by Helicopter 
October 1, 2016, field trip from the GSOC Calendar 

The helicopter tour of Mt. St. Helens is approximately 40 
minutes of spectacular scenery as you fly over both the 
devastated area from the 1980 eruption and the crater 
itself. An educational presentation by Sheila Alfsen will 
precede your tour so that you can recognize and interpret 
the landscape in light of the greatest volcanic event in 
recorded U.S. history. 

The Hoffstadt Bluffs Visitor Center boasts a lounging area, 
a full restaurant and gift shop, a deck with a marvelous 
view and educational features. The helicopter tours are 
offered by Hillsboro Aviation. You may learn more about 
them at www.mtsthelenshelicoptertours.com. 

Don’t book a tour individually, we will do it as a group as 
they have offered GSOC members a group discount. The 
tour will cost $257.40 per person, which includes taxes. 
Please email Sheila and let her know of your interest as 
soon as possible, as the price is contingent on having the 
correct number of participants. 

  

2 0 1 6  -  2 0 1 7  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N :  

President Bo Nonn – 503/235-9135 
bononn14@q.com 

Vice-President Rik Smoody –  
science@smoo.com  

Secretary Paul Edison-Lahm – 971/404-6064  
pauledisonlahm@gmail.com   

Treasurer Dawn Juliano - 503/367-7708 
dawnmj_2000@yahoo.com   

D I R E C T O R S   

Martha Muncie (1 year) –503/232-6342 
martymuncie@gmail.com  

Larry Purchase (2 years) – 360/254-5635 
lkpurchase@q.com  

Kirben Smoody (3 years) – 503/432-3580 
ScienceK@gmail.com  

P A S T  P R E S I D E N T S :  

Janet Rasmussen – 541/760-7846 
jkayerocks@yahoo.com 

Sheila Alfsen – 503/939-6003 
shealf@viclink.com  

O T H E R  S O C I E T Y  C O N T A C T S :  

Newsletter Editor Carol Hasenberg – 503/522-4249 
csh727@comcast.net  

Website Paul Edison-Lahm – 971/404-6064  
pauledisonlahm@gmail.com  

Public Outreach Coordinator Sheila Alfsen –  
503/939-6003 
shealf@viclink.com  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Aaron Minoo  
Jean Massie  
Stacy & Andrew Brown & Family  
Jeanne Powrie & Family  
Charles Montross  
Mitch & Nancy Madsen 
Lily Pfeifer 
Cecily Cedilote 
Michael Collins 

http://www.mtsthelenshelicoptertours.com/
mailto:bononn14@q.com
mailto:science@smoo.com
mailto:pauledisonlahm@gmail.com
mailto:dawnmj_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:martymuncie@gmail.com
mailto:lkpurchase@q.com
mailto:ScienceK@gmail.com
mailto:jkayerocks@yahoo.com
mailto:shealf@viclink.com
mailto:csh727@comcast.net
mailto:pauledisonlahm@gmail.com
mailto:shealf@viclink.com
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GSOC Board Meeting Notes 
August 26, 2016 

 

 

  

President Bo Nonn called the meeting to order 
at the home of Rosemary Kenney. Other board 
members in attendance were Paul Edison-
Lahm, Larry Purchase, Janet Rasmussen, and 
Sheila Alfsen. We did not have quorum. Also in 
attendance were Doug Rasmussen and Dave 
Olcott. The minutes of the July 2016 board 
meeting were reviewed. 

The Treasurer’s report was approved.  

EVENTS 

Friday night lectures 

No information was available on upcoming 
Friday night meetings.  

Paul proposed that a having a lecture length 
recap of a major field trip at a Friday night 
lecture would be valuable to our general 
membership who are unable to go, especially 
considering the extensive work that goes into 
creating a field guide and all the spectacular 
photos that people take. Accordingly, Sheila will 
synopsize and present Dave's Columbia Plateau 
field trip. 

Dave reports that we have gotten excellent 
support from PSU AV services; however they 
need more information about what our 
upcoming events will be. Dave proposed doing 
a sound check at general meetings to ensure 
that the speaker can be heard by all. 

Field Trips 

GSOC Mt. St. Helens helicopter tour: is set for 
Saturday, October 1st. Sheila needs 8-12 people 
to get the discount for the helicopter tour. 
Sheila will give talk on Mt. St. Helens at the 
Hoffstadt Bluffs Visitor Center followed by the 
helicopter tour. She will provide a few 
paragraphs to Bo and Bo in turn will provide 
some information to her from Scott Burns. 
Sheila will get content to Paul for email/website 
promotion. 

Field Trips, cont. 

President’s Trip to SW Oregon: Bo reports that 
about 15 people are currently registered, so 
registration will remain open for the time 
being. 

Downtown Tour (North Tour): (Paul) is planned 
for Oct 22nd. 

Eclipse Aug. 21st, 2017 field trip: Board 
discussed a possible location for the trip. 

Community Outreach/PSU: AEG/CORIBA  

Sheila has three upcoming talks planned. 

Annual Picnic 

The picnic was very successful, with a great 
diversity of events and very good attendance. 
Hopefully we can reprise something similar next 
year. 

Holiday Party 

The party date is set for Carol Hasenberg's on 
Friday, December 2nd. 

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Bylaws Committee: Janet and Paul have 
reviewed the GSOC bylaws and recommend 
switching the “Junior” non-voting membership 
to a “Student” voting membership. Several 
compliance issues were also noted: honors to 
membership are apparently not being tracked; 
and the requirement for fidelity insurance 
needs to be somehow addressed. The section 
on the Newsletter Editor, Assistant Editor, and 
Business Manager is out of step with our 
current practice.  

Member database: With the aim on eventually 
replacing our current membership spreadsheet, 
Paul will research low cost databases 
appropriate for non-profits of our size. 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5358c2a3e4b00ce4f224c17d/t/539e7931e4b04eb2cd41ad47/1402894641277/GSOCbylaws2009.pdf
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Salvage Paleontology 
Synopsis of Friday night lecture on July 8, 2016, with 
speaker Sheila Alfsen, continued from page 35 

Paleontology Associates was created to address the need 
for preserving important fossil finds on government 
property when they are threatened by construction 
projects. This is covered by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) Act of 1969. Construction projects 
covered by the act must have a biologist, archaeologist and 
paleontologist. Each project must have an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) which contains a report of the 
paleontological survey for the site. 

The paleontological survey is done to determine the need 
for attention from the paleontologist. First, the 
paleontologist will research the site to see if it contains any 
known fossil bearing strata and determine precise 
locations of known fossil locations in the vicinity. The 
construction site will be assigned a level of risk that 
incorporates the existence of strata and their exposure to 
the construction. For Federal and State of Oregon projects, 
the site will be classified as needing no monitoring, spot 
monitoring, or continuous monitoring. The US Forest 
Service has a similar system but classifies sites by 5 
different levels of attention. The onsite monitoring must 

be done by a trained paleontologist or under his/her 
supervision. The paleontologist must also be associated with a 
repository for the fossils (a recognized museum or collection). 

Alfsen described her job as onsite paleontologist as a person 
who is “construction minded” and coordinates activities to 
lessen the impact on the schedule and cost of the construction 
project. Such a field representative must have the experience 
to recognize important finds quickly and dismiss lesser 
interruptions in the work. They must also be able to instill in 
the construction workers a professional pride in finding and 
preserving important fossils as a part of their work. In fact, it is 
the equipment operators who can sense finds in their 
excavations, so their engagement in the process is essential. 

Alfsen told the GSOC audience that the projects she has been 
involved with are greatly varied. She has looked at power 
plant sites, power lines, gas pipelines, fiber optics, highways 
and bridges and sewers. Pipeline projects are pretty common. 
One of the pipeline projects utilized horizontal drilling. The 
contractor was able to drill completely under a wetland and a 

dairy! Another gas line between Utah and Wyoming passed 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 

continued from Page 37 

Membership campaign: the membership 
spreadsheet currently shows that, while 
we've gained new members, overall our 
membership may have dropped by as 
many as 30 members. Paul will initiate a 
more focused membership campaign, 
starting in October. 

Communications Report: Paul will explore 
using paid ads for Facebook outreach to 
increase our pool of potential members 
and volunteers. Paul will prepare a report 
to address concerns about the security 
and extent of our online resources. 

Next board meeting will be at Rosemary’s 
at 10:00 a.m., October 15. 

Notes compiled from board meeting 
minutes submitted by GSOC Secretary Paul 
Edison-Lahm. 

Horizontal drilling under the dairy. Photo by Sheila Alfsen. 
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close to Dinosaur National Monument. It passed through the 
Jurassic Morrison Formation that outcrops in the park. Yet 
another went through Marsh Hill of Cope and Marsh fame, the 
competing geological pioneers of the nineteenth century. 

Alfsen’s next example was of a sewer project proposed to pass 
through the San Onofre Breccia on a headland overlooking 
Laguna Beach, California. No access to the site 
was granted from the gated community above 
who were proposing to build the sewer, so an 
exploratory field trip was planned at low tide to 
go around the headland. 

There are many challenges to the job of onsite 
paleontologist. It is important to educate the 
construction workers about the types of fossils 
that may be encountered. Also, safety must be 
emphasized as that will trump the fossil find if 
there is a conflict. Managerial attitudes may 
need to be addressed, and training sessions 
must be repeated often as new hirelings will need to be 
trained. 

Other complications to the job include awareness between site 
biology, archaeology and paleontology. For example, in the 
Mojave Desert, paleontologists and construction crews must 
be trained to work with the desert tortoise, California’s state 
reptile. This animal likes to shelter under your 
vehicle if left in the open for more than a few 
minutes, and huge fines are imposed if you run 
over one.  The babies of these large tortoises are 
teeny-weeny, so every time you drive off you 
need to scan very completely under your vehicle. 

Yet another challenge to the job is that the laws 
were written by the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology and so they overemphasize that 
specialty, and there are poorly written specs for 
the identification and handling of other types of 
fossils, like plants and marine fossils.  

So what kinds of fossils has Alfsen found on 
these construction sites? Finds include 
dinosaurs, amphibians, turtles, big bisons from the Ice Age, 
mollusks, and Green River insects (see the previous 
newsletter). Steps to salvage these fossils are a decision on 
whether and how to preserve them, documentation, 
stabilization, extraction, curation, and repository. All in a day’s 
work for this important job! 

Don’t run over the tortoise! Photo by Sheila 
Alfsen. 

Stabilizing dinosaur remains. Photo by 
Sheila Alfsen. 
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Annual Picnic Recap 
Here’s some of the sights seen at the GSOC picnic in Tualatin on 
August 14,2016:  

1. Tualatin Library – 
Mastodon mounted bones, 
NARG tusk, Woodburn and 
other fossils located inside. 

2. Tualatin River Greenway 
Path – The ¾ mile newly 
completed trail exhibits 
casts of fossils, erratic 
rocks, and each step 
represents 25 years of 
geologic time. 

3. Heritage Center – 
Showing 10 and 2.5 ton 
flood erratics in front. A 
group of Tualatin’s erratic 
rocks and other fossils are 
also displayed inside. The 
center is open M-F 10-2. 

4. Mastodon Bronze 
Sculpture – and small 
bronze boy outside the SW 
corner of Cabela’s. 

5. Cabela’s – Fossil casts 
are located inside sporting 
goods store, at the 
entrance and center back. 

6. Mastodon discovery site 
– Located near the 
southwest edge of the Fred 
Meyer parking lot in 
blackberries, next to 
Nyberg Creek. Discovered 
in 1962. 

7. Sweek Pond – Short 
optional art walk. 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE OREGON COUNTRY 

 

Name_________________________________________ Spouse____________________________ 

Children under age 18______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________  City _____________ State ___ Zip________-______ 

Phone (____)____-_________ Email address___________________________________________ 

Geologic Interests and 

Hobbies__________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate Membership type and include check for appropriate amount: 

Individual $25.00 ___________ Family $35.00 _____________ Student $15.00 _____________ 

Make Check Payable to: The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
 PO Box 907 
 Portland, OR  97207-0907 

The Geological Society of the Oregon Country (GSOC) is 
a non-profit organization based in Portland, Oregon. The 
society is dedicated to the study of geology in the Pacific 
northwest and is open to persons with all levels of 
education and professional backgrounds. GSOC was 
formed in 1935. 

In addition to Friday Night Lectures, GSOC offers field 
trips. Schedules vary year to year for the field trips.  You 
must be a GSOC member or guest of a member to attend 
most GSOC field trips. 

Schedules for all GSOC events are available on the GSOC 
website, www.gsoc.org. Online payment is also available 
for most activities and membership.  

 

 

GSOC also maintains a library at Rm. 69, Cramer Hall, 
Portland State University.  Open 7:00 p.m. prior to 
meetings. 

THE GEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER (ISSN 0270 5451) is 
published bimonthly and mailed to members only at 
their request. Subscriptions are available to libraries and 
organizations only at $20.00 per year. Single Copies are 
available at $2.00 each. Order from:  

Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
P.O. Box 907 
Portland, Oregon 97207 
 

http://www.gsoc.org/

