
Dark Noon 
by Carol Hasenberg 

Dr. Richard Waitt, who arrived in Washington state from the 
USGS office in Menlo Park, California, shortly after the 
eruption of Mt. St. Helens, stayed to study the volcano and 
built the bulk of his career at the Cascades Volcano 
Observatory (CVO) in Vancouver, Washington. 

see Dark Noon, Page 46 
 
 

 

  

GSOC Friday Night Lectures are held the second Friday evening of most 
months, 7:30 p.m., Rm. 53, Cramer Hall, PSU,  SW Broadway at SW Mill 
St., Portland, Oregon. Join GSOC members at Pizzicato Pizza, 1708 SW 
6th Ave., at 6:00 p.m. before the lectures for an informal dinner and 
conversation. Check the GSOC website (www.gsoc.org) for more 
information and updates to the calendar. 

Free parking is no longer available at Portland State University. Hourly 
rates for parking are available in some parts of PSU parking structures. 
There is also on street pay parking, and many mass transit options. 
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Friday Night Lecture 

November 11, 2016, Cramer Hall, 
Portland State University 

Speaker Harish Palani, Sunset High School, 
will present “Quakify!” 

see Quakify!, pg 44 

 

GSOC 8TH Annual Holiday Party 

December 2, 2016, 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm, 
614 NE 114th Ave., Portland 

GSOC Members and their guests are invited 
to the 8th GSOC Annual Holiday Party and 
field trip slideshow. 

There will be no December Friday night 
meeting due to the Holiday Party. 

see Plans for GSOC Holiday Party, pg 48 

 

The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
P.O. Box 907, Portland, OR 97207-0907 
www.gsoc.org 

http://www.gsoc.org/
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Quakify! 
November 11, 2016, lecture from the GSOC Calendar 

Speaker Harish Palani of Sunset High School, Portland, will 
present his project “Quakify” which won the second prize 
at the the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair 
(Intel ISEF). 

The goal of the project was to design a low-cost early 
warning system (Quakify) to provide adequate warning 
prior to significant earthquake shaking. Harnessing the 
power of MEMS accelerometer technology to enable 
crowdsourced data collection and analysis in the cloud, 
the system is characterized by a three-step process: (1) 
rapid detection, (2) real-time analysis, and (3) timely 
notification.  

2 0 1 6  -  2 0 1 7  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N :  

President Bo Nonn – 503/235-9135 
bononn14@q.com 

Vice-President Rik Smoody –  
science@smoo.com  

Secretary Paul Edison-Lahm – 971/404-6064  
pauledisonlahm@gmail.com   

Treasurer Dawn Juliano - 503/367-7708 
dawnmj_2000@yahoo.com   

D I R E C T O R S   

Martha Muncie (1 year) –503/232-6342 
martymuncie@gmail.com  

Larry Purchase (2 years) – 360/254-5635 
lkpurchase@q.com  

Kirben Smoody (3 years) – 503/432-3580 
ScienceK@gmail.com  

P A S T  P R E S I D E N T S :  

Janet Rasmussen – 541/760-7846 
jkayerocks@yahoo.com 

Sheila Alfsen – 503/939-6003 
shealf@viclink.com  

O T H E R  S O C I E T Y  C O N T A C T S :  

Newsletter Editor Carol Hasenberg – 503/522-4249 
csh727@comcast.net  

Website Paul Edison-Lahm – 971/404-6064  
pauledisonlahm@gmail.com  

Public Outreach Coordinator Sheila Alfsen –  
503/939-6003 
shealf@viclink.com  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Lynn Pittman 
Jim & Karen Glass 
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GSOC Board Meeting Notes 
October 15, 2016 

 

 

  

The meeting was called to order at the home of 
Rosemary Kenney. Board members attending 
were VP Rik Smoody, Director Larry Purchase, 
and Treasurer Dawn Juliano. Non board 
members were Barbara Smoody, Carol 
Hasenberg, Rosemary Kenney. 

Since quorum was not made, the members 
present used this meeting time to make plans 
for some of the upcoming GSOC events and 
table any discussions which required others to 
complete.  

EVENTS 

Friday night lectures 

Rik has been working on a speaker for 
November, a local student who came in second 
place in the Intel international science fair with 
a project called “Quakify!,” which includes the 
use of social media in earthquake early 
warning. 

Field Trips 

Eclipse Aug. 21st, 2017 field trip: Rik is working 
on a Wheeler County location for the event. 

Holiday Party 

The party date is set for Carol Hasenberg's on 
Friday, December 2nd. Food and serving ware 
assignments were discussed. Larry plans to 
bring tables and chairs as before. Slideshow 
topics and music were determined. 

Annual Banquet 

Monarch Hotel has confirmed a date for 
banquet as the second Sunday in March. Dawn 
will also check on the availability of Ernesto's 
for comparison. 

 

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Nominating Committee: Bo Nonn and Larry 
Purchase will be on the nominating committee 
and a third person will need to be announced. 

Next board meeting will be at Carol 
Hasenberg’s at 4:00 p.m., December 2, prior to 
the Holiday Party. 

Notes compiled by Carol Hasenberg. 
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Dark Noon 
Synopsis of Friday night lecture on October 14, 2016, with 
speaker Dr. Richard Waitt, continued from page 43 

Dr. Waitt came to promote his new book In the Path of 
Destruction: Eyewitness Chronicles of Mount St. Helens, 
Washington State University Press, 2015, to the GSOC 
audience and to describe the book’s origin and some of the 
stories it contains. He said that early in his research into 
the events of the volcanic eruption, he was focused more 
on the hard geology that people could describe. However, 
he became involved more in the stories that people told 
about their experiences and the process of determining 
the details of the event by analyzing the interviews of the 
witnesses. 

The witness’ accounts impressed upon Waitt that no 
interview is repeatable. The memories of the witnesses 
change and can be difficult to objectify. In order to 
minimize the subjectivity, Waitt verified stories with 
tangible records such as reports from pilots, journalists’ 
notes and photos, and geologic field notes. He worked on 
this project off and on during his career at CVO. 

The first story described by Waitt was about a witness who 
did not survive the eruption. Reid Blackburn, a 
photographer from The Columbian newspaper in 
Vancouver, had set up two cameras borrowed from Nikon 

that were operated by remote control. It was his plan to take 
simultaneous photos of the eruption. Unfortunately, Blackburn 
was killed by the eruption at one of the camera stations, 
dubbed Coldwater 1, and the photographic film inside the 
cameras did not survive the blast. However, Blackburn’s notes 
did survive the eruption. 

The second story told by Waitt was about Dan Balch, a young 
man who was camping near Mt. St. Helens when the volcano 
erupted. The campsite was near the edge of the “blast zone”, 
the area hardest hit by the lateral blast of hot volcanic gases 
that blew out of the hole left by a massive landslide on the 
northeast side of the mountain, triggering the eruption. The 
blast zone was characterized by the fact that virtually all the 
trees in this area were blown down. Dan’s eruption story was 
that the blast knocked him down, trees blew around him and it 
got dark.  Snow and mud rained down at first, then everything 
was burning.  Almost every tree around him was blown down 
when he regained sight. 
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A third story was that of Jim Scymanky, the lone survivor of a 
party of four loggers who were thinning trees near the edge of 
the blast zone in a different area. One of their group members 
announced the eruption by running towards the others and 
screaming. Trees started to snap off above them, and it 
got dark, hot, and hard to breathe. Jim felt great pain, 
and his gloves melted onto the skin of his hands. His skin 
was badly burned through his clothing. After the blast 
past, trees were down and everything was covered with 
ash. Although Jim and two of his companions were 
rescued, only he survived the experience. 

Not all of the accounts relayed in the book are of blast 
zone survivors. One family Waitt described lived on the 
South Toutle River, which was inundated by the hot mud 
pouring down from the volcano. It was their experience 
that a morning flood occurred directly after the eruption, 
but in the afternoon the flow in the river became like hot 
cement, over 100 degrees in temperature. They saw a 
car float by on the river. The hot cement-like flood got 
higher and higher and by 7:30 that evening it had 
reached their house. The dense flow caused the house to 
rise off its moorings and float away. The owner was able 
to save the family’s freezer by loading it in their truck. 

Some of the stories in the book are from the rescuers. In 
one such account, a Huey helicopter tried to rescue Reid 
Blackburn. As they traveled up the river valley looking for 
his camera station, they became disoriented due to the 
fact that the landmarks, and indeed the valley, had 
disappeared from the blast and ash flow. Eventually they 
located the Volvo that Blackburn had died in, but were not able 
to land. The wash from the rotors stirred up great clouds of ash 
when they were close to the ground. 

As the lecture concluded, a member of the audience asked the 
question that if the eruption happened today, would the date 
of eruption have been predicted more accurately? “Definitely,” 
said Waitt. “However, the curiosity of people is still the same 
and probably people would get in and get killed. People also 
have a right to get to their property.” 

Waitt’s book is a thorough account of tales of survivors and 
other witnesses to the eruption. Waitt wanted the accounts to 
be accessible to all people interested in the event, and 
deliberately wrote the book in everyday prose that “seventh 
graders could understand.” An anonymous Amazon reviewer 
describes the book “I was there and this is an accurate and 
factual record of what happened. It took 30 years for the 

Photo by Mike Douglas 
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author to collect, verify and re-verify all these witnesses' 
statements, for the most part in their own words, and the 
narrative is written for the non-scientist in a clear and easy-to-
read format. It provides a first-hand look at the first modern 
documented volcanic eruption in the continental United States 
and is a fascinating read… The author has taken extraordinary 
pains to ensure that the book is true and accurate, something 
that's hard to come by these days… The event was exciting at 
the time and Richard Waitt has captured that sense in this 
book. What an accomplishment!” 

Recommended reading: 

Waitt, Richard, In the Path of Destruction: Eyewitness 
Chronicles of Mount St. Helens, Washington State University 
Press, 2015 

Vogt, Tom, “Photographer’s notebook recovered after St. 
Helens eruptions,” The Olympian, May 18, 2016 

Vogt, Tom, “Waking to a nightmare: Camping trip ends in injury 
and death for friends,” The Columbian, April 1, 2010 

Galvin, John, “Mount St. Helens Eruption: Washington, May 
1980,” Popular Mechanics, July 29, 2007 

Plans for GSOC Holiday Party 
December 2, 2016, annual event from the GSOC Calendar 

GSOC Annual Holiday Party and field trip slideshow is 
scheduled for Friday December 2, at 614 NE 114th Ave., 
Portland. GSOC Board Members will provide main dishes with 
protein of various sorts. Other members please bring 
vegetable, side dishes or desserts for 6 to share, plus beverage 
of their choice.  Live music will be led by Dawn Juliano and 
Barbara Smoody. 

 

Schedule of Christmas Party activities: 

-4:00 pm: GSOC Board Meeting 

-6:00 pm: Set-up for party 

-6:30 pm: Dinner buffet 

-7:15 pm: Welcome presentation. Nominations for GSOC Board 
members for the 2016-2017 year will be open. 

-7:30 pm: Dessert and musical entertainment 

http://www.theolympian.com/news/nation-world/article78515637.html
http://www.theolympian.com/news/nation-world/article78515637.html
http://www.columbian.com/news/2010/apr/01/survivors-waking-to-a-nightmare/
http://www.columbian.com/news/2010/apr/01/survivors-waking-to-a-nightmare/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/environment/a1969/4219883/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/environment/a1969/4219883/
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-8:30 pm: This year's GSOC field trip leaders with present the 
"Year in Review" program with brief slide show summaries of 
their trips.  

 Bo Nonn: “Oregon Coast and Caves - Accreted 
Terranes,” Sept 6-11 

 Paul Edison-Lahm: “Ancient Walls 2016, Exploring South 
and North Portland Downtown Buildings’ Geology,” 
June 25 and October 22 

 Dave Olcott: “New Insights Into the Geologic Evolution 
of the West - Central Columbia Plateau,” June 11-12 

-9:30 pm: Clean-up 

Donations will be accepted for party supplies.  Send donations 
to Dawn Juliano c/o GSOC, P.O. Box 907, Portland, OR 97207, 
or give them to her in person at the event. 

Don’t Forget to Re-up! 
GSOC Dues are Due Soon 

GSOC members and prospective members, please remember 
to renew your memberships for 2017. Your membership 
benefits include: 

 Helping serve GSOC’s mission of promoting geology 
education in the Northwest, including PSU geology 
scholarships 

 Welcome to join in all GSOC functions, including field 
trips, Holiday Party, Annual Banquet and Picnic, and 
more! 

 A printed version of the GSOC newsletter if you choose  

 A great time with all your GSOC friends! 

See the last page of this newsletter for details, or visit our 
website www.gsoc.org. PS - If you joined the club after 
September 1, 2016, your dues are paid through 2017!!! 

 

  

http://www.gsoc.org/
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE OREGON COUNTRY 

 

Name_________________________________________ Spouse____________________________ 

Children under age 18______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________  City _____________ State ___ Zip________-______ 

Phone (____)____-_________ Email address___________________________________________ 

Geologic Interests and 

Hobbies__________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate Membership type and include check for appropriate amount: 

Individual $25.00 ___________ Family $35.00 _____________ Student $15.00 _____________ 

Make Check Payable to: The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
 PO Box 907 
 Portland, OR  97207-0907 

The Geological Society of the Oregon Country (GSOC) is 
a non-profit organization based in Portland, Oregon. The 
society is dedicated to the study of geology in the Pacific 
northwest and is open to persons with all levels of 
education and professional backgrounds. GSOC was 
formed in 1935. 

In addition to Friday Night Lectures, GSOC offers field 
trips. Schedules vary year to year for the field trips.  You 
must be a GSOC member or guest of a member to attend 
most GSOC field trips. 

Schedules for all GSOC events are available on the GSOC 
website, www.gsoc.org. Online payment is also available 
for most activities and membership.  

 

 

GSOC also maintains a library at Rm. 69, Cramer Hall, 
Portland State University.  Open 7:00 p.m. prior to 
meetings. 

THE GEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER (ISSN 0270 5451) is 
published bimonthly and mailed to members only at 
their request. Subscriptions are available to libraries and 
organizations only at $20.00 per year. Single Copies are 
available at $2.00 each. Order from:  

Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
P.O. Box 907 
Portland, Oregon 97207 
 

http://www.gsoc.org/

